returns to the
Academy

By William Killen
Charles Senerius

In March 1992, a piece of U.S. Naval Academy
history came home. A fire engine built in 1899 was
returned to the Academy, the fire engine’s original place of
service, from Winnetka, Ill.

The engine was donated to the Winnetka fire depart-
ment in the mid-1970s after being discovered on a farm in
Barrington, Ill. Fire fighters restored the engine and dis-
played it in the village’s 1976 bicentennial parade, where
it was drawn by horses and carried firefighters dressed in
1890’s clothing. It (

Steam engine is secured to a Seabee tilt-deck
trailer at the Winnetka, Ill., fire department.
Seabees from Naval Mobile Construction Battal-
ion (NMCB) 25 provided the trailer and the
manual labor.

station and shown to youngsters during the department’s
annual open house.

“It was a great show piece,” said Winnetka Fire Chief
Ron Colpaert. “It was probably one of the largest [steam
fire engines] of that era. We learned the Navy midship-
men, not horses, use to pull the engine.”

The fire engine was called a “steamer” because its
pump was driven by steam boiler power and its operator
was required to be a qualified steam boiler engineer.
Manufactured by the American Fire Engine Company, the
steamer was one of the “first size,” or ‘ﬂrgc:: steam f're
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Glenview (IlL.) Naval Air Station, who then made inquir-
ies to Washington, D.C., and the Academy in Annapolis,
Md. The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAV-
FAC), which manages the fire equipment program for the
Navy, expressed interest in obtaining the antique, and the
Winnetka Village Council has approved the donation.

The engine was moved from the Winnetka Fire De-
partment to the Glenview Naval Air Station fire house on
a Navy Seabee tilt-deck trailer. The Glenview Naval Air
Station fire department was the temporary custodian for
NAVFAC. The engine was displayed along with more
modern fire engines during the naval air station’s 1992
Fourth of July open house.

The steamer was brought home to Annapolis through
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the efforts of a specialized carrier, Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion 25, Construction Battalion Unit
403, the Village of Winnetka, the Winnetka Fire De-
partment, the Glenville Naval Air Station fire depart-
ment, NAVFAC and the Naval Academy public works
department.

“The fire engine is a rare piece,” said Ken Hagan,
director of the Naval Academy Museum, “but it’s over-
sized and it’s beendifficult finding a good place to exhibit.
We’ve had several locations in mind—Rickover Hall, the
Visitors Center at Ricketts Hall and Dahlgren Hall—but
nothing seems suitable just yet. Eventually we’ll find a
place, because the fire engine is not just an object, it’s tied
into the history of this place.” O

Steam engine is transferred from a commercial van to a Seabee tilt-deck trailer at the U.S. Naval
Academy In Annapolis. Seabees from Construction Battalion Unit 403 provided the manual labor.
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